
ACADEMIC SEMINAR ACADEMIC SEMINAR 
PROPOSALPROPOSAL



The History of Academic SeminarThe History of Academic Seminar

�� Academic Seminar began in 2001Academic Seminar began in 2001--
20022002

�� One of several initiatives instituted One of several initiatives instituted 
following the 1996 NEASC visitfollowing the 1996 NEASC visit

�� Driving forces:Driving forces:
•• Strategic PlanStrategic Plan

•• NEASC evaluationNEASC evaluation

•• High School Reform movementHigh School Reform movement



History ContinuedHistory Continued

�� Desired Outcomes:Desired Outcomes:
•• Mentor/Mentee programMentor/Mentee program

•• Demonstration of Mastery of the East Demonstration of Mastery of the East 
Haddam Curriculum through the use of a Haddam Curriculum through the use of a 
student portfoliostudent portfolio

•• Senior Exhibition through the use of the Senior Exhibition through the use of the 
student portfoliostudent portfolio
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Other initiativesOther initiatives
�� Block Scheduling Block Scheduling –– began in 2000began in 2000

�� Credit requirement for graduation Credit requirement for graduation 
gradually increased to 28gradually increased to 28

�� Study halls were eliminatedStudy halls were eliminated

�� Senior late arrival and early release Senior late arrival and early release 
were eliminatedwere eliminated

�� VHS was institutedVHS was instituted

�� AP class offerings were increasedAP class offerings were increased



Academic Seminar ClassAcademic Seminar Class

�� Meets for 90 minutes every other dayMeets for 90 minutes every other day
�� All grades meet at the same timeAll grades meet at the same time
�� First 45 minutes are used for First 45 minutes are used for 

developmentally appropriate activitiesdevelopmentally appropriate activities
�� Second 45 minutes are used for SSR, Second 45 minutes are used for SSR, 

meeting with teachers, assemblies, study meeting with teachers, assemblies, study 
time and moretime and more………………………………..

�� Teachers help students collect their Teachers help students collect their 
artifactsartifacts



Academic Seminar ClassAcademic Seminar Class
�� Pass = Completion of 7* artifacts per yearPass = Completion of 7* artifacts per year

•• 1 artifact per student expectation1 artifact per student expectation

•• *This has been reduced from 18*This has been reduced from 18

�� Students must write a reflection for each Students must write a reflection for each 
artifactartifact

�� All seniors complete their portfolio All seniors complete their portfolio 
demonstration by the end of 1demonstration by the end of 1stst semestersemester

�� Juniors select informal, nonJuniors select informal, non--credit, mini credit, mini 
‘‘electiveselectives’’ to take during the academic to take during the academic 
seminar classseminar class



Academic Seminar ClassAcademic Seminar Class

�� Electives include: Academic Support, SAT Electives include: Academic Support, SAT 
prep, Science Olympiad, Community Serviceprep, Science Olympiad, Community Service

�� Grade 10 students focus on PSAT and CAPT Grade 10 students focus on PSAT and CAPT 
prepprep

�� Grade 9 students focus on transition issuesGrade 9 students focus on transition issues

�� The model for this class has been evaluated The model for this class has been evaluated 
and modified annuallyand modified annually



Reasons for ChangeReasons for Change

�� Artifact collection process is too Artifact collection process is too 
cumbersomecumbersome

�� Artifact collection process is redundant as Artifact collection process is redundant as 
students are graded twice on the same students are graded twice on the same 
piece of workpiece of work

�� A full 90 minute block is too much time for A full 90 minute block is too much time for 
compiling of portfolios and consequently compiling of portfolios and consequently 
too much too much ‘‘downdown’’ time existstime exists



Reasons for ChangeReasons for Change
�� Simultaneous scheduling creates a less Simultaneous scheduling creates a less 

than optimal atmosphere in the schoolthan optimal atmosphere in the school

�� Student written reflections lack Student written reflections lack 
genuineness and thus are not valuedgenuineness and thus are not valued

�� There is a need to improve the quality of There is a need to improve the quality of 
the outcomesthe outcomes

�� Model does not allow an effective Model does not allow an effective 
mentor/mentee piecementor/mentee piece

�� The current model has been revised and The current model has been revised and 
revised and revised and it is now time for a revised and revised and it is now time for a 
big changebig change



The ProposalThe Proposal

�� Changes the way in which we will arrive at Changes the way in which we will arrive at 
the desired outcomesthe desired outcomes

�� Simplifies the process for collection of Simplifies the process for collection of 
artifactsartifacts

�� Allows students to be assigned to the Allows students to be assigned to the 
same mentor for four years in a nonsame mentor for four years in a non--
graded settinggraded setting

�� Allows students to take more electives Allows students to take more electives 
during grades 10 and 11during grades 10 and 11



The ProposalThe Proposal

�� Will be phased in over two yearsWill be phased in over two years

�� Will improve the quality of the freshman Will improve the quality of the freshman 
transition class and the senior project transition class and the senior project 

�� Eliminates simultaneous scheduling of Eliminates simultaneous scheduling of 
grades 9grades 9--12 academic seminar12 academic seminar

�� Requires a change to BOE policy for the Requires a change to BOE policy for the 
requirements for graduation by requirements for graduation by 
redistributing the 28 creditsredistributing the 28 credits



The ProposalThe Proposal
�� Eliminates grade 11 academic seminar Eliminates grade 11 academic seminar 

class and replaces it with electives class and replaces it with electives 
beginning in 2009beginning in 2009

�� Beginning in 2010 eliminates:Beginning in 2010 eliminates:
•• grade 12 academic seminar class and grade 12 academic seminar class and 

replaces it with a senior project classreplaces it with a senior project class

•• grade 10 academic seminar class and grade 10 academic seminar class and 
replaces it with electivesreplaces it with electives

•• grade 9 academic seminar and replaces it grade 9 academic seminar and replaces it 
with a freshman transition classwith a freshman transition class



The ProposalThe Proposal
�� Collects artifacts using a folder systemCollects artifacts using a folder system

�� Is consistent with high school reform Is consistent with high school reform 
proposals from the SDEproposals from the SDE

�� Creates the option of a flex block for Creates the option of a flex block for 
upper classmen who meet specified upper classmen who meet specified 
criteriacriteria

�� Allows us to improve the quality of the Allows us to improve the quality of the 
desired outcomesdesired outcomes
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Questions?Questions?


